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I felt sure that it was admirably fixed, and that
the filling-in of the pit and the placing of the ajir-
vents had been properly performed. I also could
see that my workpeople understood my method,
which differed very considerably from that of
all the other masters in the trade, Feeling con-
fident, then, that I could rely upon them, I next
turned to my furnace, which I had filled with
numerous pigs of copper and other bronze stuff.
The pieces were piled according to the laws of
art, that is to say, so resting one upon the other
that the flames could play freely through them,
in order that the metal might heat and liquefy the
sooner. At last I called out heartily to set the
furnace going. The logs of pine were heaped in,
and, what with the unctuous resin of the wood
and the good draught I had given, my furnace
worked so well that I was obliged to rush from
side to side to keep it going. The labour was
more than I could stand; yet I forced myself
to strain every nerve and muscle. To increase
my anxieties, the workshop took fire, and we were
afraid lest the roof should fall upon our heads;
while, from the garden, such a storm of wind and

clay tunic laid upon the original model of baked
clay and wax. They served the double purpose of
drawing off the wax, whereby a space was left for
the molten bronze to enter, and also of facilitating
the penetration of this molten metal by allowing a
free escape of air and gas from the outer mould.